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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Bonneyv'ille Mills located on the south bank of the L'ittle Elkhart R'iveris now the
hub of a .|55 

acre park with an extensive natural area bejng developed by the Elkhart
Count.y Park and Recreation Department. Constructed in lB32 this heavy frame timber
mjll building has remained in good cond'itjon. A few of the structural t'imber were
replaced in a recent restoration.

Several shed addjtions have been made to the original 2 1/? story (40 x 40) medium
gable mi'11 bu'ilding. One of these add'itjons, although starting as a shed became a
full height component wjth the gable jntersecting the main structure about midway.
This port'ion is also topped bv a small gable roofed cupola. The horizontal siding
r,rith approximately four inches to the weather is broken bv few windows. The gab'le
ends have six over six sash windours jn the upper story and a half and the downstream
s'ide of the bui'lding has three small windows irregularly spaced on the first floor.

Br"iilt on a field stone foundation this build'ing now has in operation its oniginai
turbjne water wheels. These were used to provide part of the electricity for the
mill when it coverted to e1ectrjc power in .l9,l9. 

Most of the parts of the original
grinding and drive system still exjst and are notv in use in the mjll operation.

Thjs bui'ld'ing has been restored us'ing Amish workmen and the same construction
methods, technjques and tools used to bujld the mill in 'l832.

Some stone foundat'ion walls were replaced. Gears and parts wene handmade when they
could not be obtained. Wood siding was found to duplicate the existing sid'ing,
cobblestone walks laid down, and all raili[gS, gates, etc., were installed using
rough sawn lumber with mort'ise and tenon'joints. 'Much of the information on the
restoration t^tas obtained from the last operator of the mill.
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l'^ihen Edward l^lil1lqt Bonney brought, his.young brjde to york Township in northern Indianatn the early 1830's, he also brought wiih him a vjsion of a community to be called Bonney-vjlle' Bonney,, accordi!9 to a'11 lhe newspqqg. clippingi, *.i-. swashbuckling pioneerivjth handsome chiseled features, ?l^l magir"iticant. irhysique ino-ttru *ann.i of'u'gentleman.He purchased a tract of land for $ooo on"a site whiCfi rl.-r.rop.J on. day would become aninrport'ant part of northern Ind'iana. shortly_after he setilba on his iunJl he-iurchasedB0 acres on whjch he bujlt-9 grist and suwm"'i]i'near the Litile Elkhart River. The nativebeams,wh'ich support the mill had,to be handcuto and the mammoirr grinding stones werechiseled with wooden p'lanes and hammers. A J;;, made entj";it from stone and rejnforcedby handmade cement of ground limestone and rock, stretched almost a city block across theri ver.

Bonney moved in the lB40's to Illinois. He is probably the Edward Bonney who wroteThe Banditti of the Prairies or the Murderer's bgomj A Tale oi tr,. Mjssissjppj vallev.m;
appointed. agent of the law on the M"idrye,1t9rn frontiei. in-flii effor:ts to.track downbad men, he was not.adverse to breaking'laws; he was accused of murder and at t.imespassed counterfeit bil ls.

The Mi'!lfp unique clajm of importance, besides nq:lg the largest mi11 operated in thisarea at that time' was the fjrst watei powered mill"nof-rluuiig-un over-shot water wheel.It rrao, instead, i verticai shaft with i iurnine-type wheel ly.ing flat against the waterflow' This was highly rnutrat-tor any riij in the'iB:0's- The sawmill has been torn downand no trace of it remains today.

Bonney',s dream of establishing a city on the banks of the Litile Elkhart River came toa tragic end when the railroad by-paised the community. rrre miit continued to functionas a gri:t Iill,.becoming.the otaeit continuority operating mi11 in the state. Farmersbrouqht buckwheat'corn and wheat^to be ground from a radiui of fifty (50) mi1es. Sincethe turn of the century, people from grisi;i-ana rtkhart have come to the m.ill topir:nic and fish. The ijte was especiatry.popuj'ir" us a ctatherinq'it;;.";;r";r,. nr;ni,.[lonnevvi'l1e Mjl'l has functioned as an_agiiculturat, inouitriat,'(; ;;; ana g;isi ,irr alsoas a generating p'lant) and for over 50 lears as a recreation area.

lltgt Bonney.left Indiana' the mjlls passed through a succession of owners who continuedthejr operation into the iwentieth cehtury. in t6og-a-;;;:;;;;.i't orgaizatjon a*angedpurchase of the ryl1t: and adjacent land from Frank Mauck, the last private owner; theproperty was deeded to Elkhart county for preservation.
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Bartholomew, H.s.K. Stories and sketches of Elk!gl! Jg.q$X. Nappanee, Ind'iana:
E.V. Publishing Hou

Chapman, Char'les C., and Company. HistorJ of El khart_Cs![ly Indiglg. Chicago:
Charles C. Chapman and Company, l8Bl.

Bonney, Edward. The Banditt'i of the Prairjes or the Murderer's Doom! A Tale
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Deahl, Anthony. A Twentieth Century Hjstory and B'iographical Record_ol El!har!
County, Indjana

Elkhart County Park & Recreatjon Department. "Bonneyville Mill Park." n.p., r.d.
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The park' s un j que setti ng and h'istory I i nks
heritage. The 

.l55 
acres at Bonneyv'ille Mjll

gently rolling farm'land to rjver and marsh
'in natural state and prov'ides many varietjes
habitat for wildlife, birds and insects.

present Elkhart County with jts past
Park offer a variety of terrq'ins for

areas. Much of th"i s area has been I eft
of trees and shrubs, and a wonderful
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